From the book

Patterns Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie

SWITCHGRASS SCARF

One of the most important grasses in the
American Tallgrass Prairie, which used to reach
from Texas to Wisconsin, Switchgrass grows
tall and graceful. Cattle grazing the prairie love
it, as do people who take a moment to catch
their breath in the amazing Tallgrass Prairie.
The Switchgrass Scarf is worked from end to
end. Beads represent seed heads, and they
add a nice weight to the piece, although the
scarf can be knit without them if desired.

Materials:
Yarn: Jamieson & Smith 2ply Lace (5 balls)
Alternate Yarns: Jamieson & Smith Shetland Supreme 1 ply (2
balls)
Lost City Knits Lost City Silk (1 skein)
Yardage: 1000 yards / 914 meters
Beads: Approximately 1500 Miyuki beads in 8/0 size
Color Shown in Sample: Rumpelstiltskin and Cocksure
Needle Size: 4 US / 3.5 mm and 3 US / 3.25 mm circular or straight
Gauge: Using 3 US / 3.25 mm, each center motif is 2.25 inches / 5.71
cm wide after blocking
Finished Size: 80 x 18 inches / 203 x 46 cm
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Switchgrass Scarf Design by Denise Bell

BASIC INSTRUCTIONS
Using the long tail method, and holding two 4 US / 3.5 mm needles (or both tips of a circular needle) together, cast on 7
stitches (be sure to wrap the initial slip knot around both needles!). Remove one of the needles (or tips), carefully pick up
6 loops along the cast-on edge and place them on a locking stitch marker for use on the second corner. Change to a 3 US
/ 3.25 mm needle for the rest of the shawl. We are creating a fabric of garter stitch. All blank chart cells are knit on both
the RS and WS. You will need to reverse the decrease stitches when they are worked on the WS (wrong side) of the
fabric, while keeping them in garter stitch. It is beneficial to mark the RS of your fabric with a piece of brightly colored
waste yarn that will not slip to the other side.
BOTTOM BORDER CHART
Bottom Border Set Up
Row 1 - slip first stitch purlwise, k1, yo, k2tog, yo, k3. (8 stitches)
Row 2 - knit 8.

Begin Bottom Border Chart
This chart is worked in garter stitch, without slipping the first stitch on the WS of
the fabric. Work Rows 1-32 of Bottom Border Chart 5 times. End with 8 stitches
on the needle.
Bottom Corners Chart
Continuing with the working yarn, cast on 8 stitches using the knitted cast on.
Work Row 1 of the Right Corner Chart. The aqua box designates a decrease that
Joins 1 stitch from the Corner Chart with 1 stitch from the Bottom Border. Turn
work, slip the previously decreased stitch, then work Row 2. Continue in this
fashion, working Rows 3-13 of the Right Corner Chart.
After completing Row 13, 1 Bottom Border stitch remains on the left needle, and
10 Right Corner stitches remain on the right needle.
Knit the Bottom Border stitch, then pick up and knit into the bumps of 79 stitches
across
the long edge of the Bottom Border. (10 Right Corner stitches and 80 body
stitches; 90 stitches total.) Now might be a good time to add stitch markers.
Recover the 6 stitches from the cast-on edge that were placed on a locking stitch marker.
Knit those 6 stitches. (96 stitches)
Turn work. You are now on the WS. Again using the knitted cast on method, cast on 7
stitches. (103 stitches)
As you did with the Right Corner, now begin to work the Left Corner. The aqua box still
designates a decrease that joins 1 stitch from the Corner Chart with 1 stitch from the
Bottom Border. (97 stitches) Your patterning on this section is on the WS of the fabric.
(Aren’t you glad you added that bright scrap yarn marker?) When working Rows 13-16 you will be working across all of
the stitches on the needle.
LEFT CORNER
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RIGHT CORNER
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SWITCHGRASS WITH BORDERS CHART

Begin Switchgrass With Borders Chart
Row 1 (RS) - First work the right side of this chart, then work the center section 5 times, then work the left side. Continue
as established, completing Rows 1-32 of Switchgrass with Borders Chart 19 times.
The lavender cells represent where a bead is placed. Always place the bead before executing the knit stitch that the cell
also represents.
Sometimes the bead will be placed on a yarn over from the previous row. Lift the yarn over with your crochet hook or
dental floss, place the bead, then knit the stitch.
Here’s a nifty video showing how to use dental floss to place beads.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVyBV8hTemM

LEFT CORNER

TOP CORNERS CHART

RIGHT CORNER

Begin Top Corners Chart
Beginning with the RS facing, work Rows 1-17 of the Right Corner of the Top Corners Chart. Note that you are ONLY
working the Right Corner stitches, NOT the Center and Left Corner stitches. Those stitches remain live (but dormant) for
use after completing the Right Corner.
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After binding off 8 stitches on Row 17, 1 Right Corner stitch remains on the right needle. Continuing with the working yarn,
pick up and purl 8 stitches through the bumps along the inside of the Right Corner. (97 stitches) This will put you in
position to work across the next 88 live stitches as follows: K86, k2tog. (96 stitches) If you are using a stitch marker,
reposition it so you will have 8 stitches on the Left Corner and 79 in the center. Turn work. Work Rows 2-17 of the Left
Corner Chart. With WS facing and 1 stitch remaining, pick up and knit 8 stitches along the inside of the Left Corner
stitches, then knit the 88 stitches across the Center and Right Corner. (97 stitches) You now have 9 stitches for the Left
Corner, 9 stitches for the Right Corner, and 79 stitches in the Center.
TOP BORDER CHART
Begin Top Border Chart
Starting with the first 9 live stitches on the right needle and Row 1 of the Top
Border Chart, begin working across the top of your scarf. Once again the aqua
box designates a decrease that joins that combines 1 stitch from the border with
1 stitch from the body. Complete Rows 1-32 of the Top Border Chart 4 times,
then work Rows 1-29 once more. Turn work. Ssk, k7, ssk. (9 stitches remain on
the right needle.)
You now have 9 stitches on each needle. Graft these stitches together using the
Russian Grafting Method described below.
Russian Grafting Method
Slip the first stitch from the right needle to the left needle. *Insert the tip of the
right needle through the slipped stitch on the left needle and pull the next stitch
(just to the left) through the slipped stitch. Slip this stitch to the right needle,
allowing the original slipped stitch to fall away. Insert the tip of the left needle
through the slipped stitch on the right needle and pull the next stitch through the
slipped stitch. Slip this stitch to the left needle, allowing the previous slipped
stitch to fall away.* Repeat from * to * until only 1 stitch remains. Pull the tail
through the remaining stitch. Weave this tail in after blocking.

yo
k

Knit

swyif
swyib

p

Purl

ssk

k2tog

Knit 2 stitches together (single rightleaning decrease).

BO

s2tog-k1-p2sso

Slip 2 stitches knitwise, knit 1 stitch,
then pass the 2 slipped stitches over
the single stitch.

Join 2
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Wrap the working yarn around the right needle, from
front to back (counterclockwise) (single increase).
Slip with yarn in front.
Slip with yarn in back.
Slip 2 stitches separately knitwise, move stitches back
to the left needle, then knit the slipped stitches
together.
Bind off.

Join 1 stitch from the body of the shawl with an edging
stitch by purling them together.
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