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Patterns Inspired by the Tallgrass Prairie 
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Materials  
 

Yarn: Lost City Knits North Pasture Alpaca Lace 
(5 colors – 1 skein per color / 500yds per skein) 
             Jamieson & Smith 2 ply Lace (25g ball, 185yds / 169 m) 
Yardage: 2450 yards / 2240 meters 
Colors Shown in Sample: (MC) Coral Reef, (A-CC1) 
Bittersweet, (A-CC2) Peace Rose, (B-CC1) Spring Valley VFD, 
(B-CC2) Burnt Earth  
Other colorway options:  

(1) (MC) Abiquiu, (A-CC1) Extra Virgin, (A-CC2) Tallgrass 
Prairie,  

(B-CC1) Cocksure, (B-CC2) Cerrillos 
(2) (MC) Silver Bells, (A-CC1) Artemesia, (A-CC2) Abiquiu,  

(B-CC1) On A Winter’s Day, (B-CC2) Santa Fe Sky 
Needle Size: 4 US / 3.5 mm  circular or straight  
Gauge: 12 stitches / 14 rows per 2 inches 
Finished Size: 11.5 inches / 29 cm wide per blade,  
                               69 inches / 175 cm long, after blocking 
 

BLUESTEM SCARF 
 
Native to the American tallgrass prairie that used to 
reach from Texas to Wisconsin, but now has its best 
remaining sections centered in the Flint Hills of 
Kansas, Bluestem is tallest and best known of the 
tall grasses. Bluestem can grow to nearly ten feet in 
a good growing season, with roots reaching almost 
as deep. Cattle grazing on Bluestem couldn’t be 
happier, and travelers who get off the interstate and 
explore the Kansas Flint Hills couldn’t be either. 
 
The Bluestem Scarf is a V-shaped pattern, which 
begins at the point of intersection and divides into 
two long blades that can be wrapped around the 
neck several times. Specifications call for five colors, 
but one color could be used as well. Yarn is held 
double throughout. 
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BASIC INSTRUCTIONS 

 
Bluestem is a V-shaped scarf which begins at the lower point of the V and divides into two long blades that can be 
wrapped around the neck several times for warmth. This scarf can be knit using five separate gently changing shades, or 
one solid color. The yarn is held double throughout. The beginning triangle and each blade (side) are flanked by a 9-stitch 
garter edging to combat rolling of the stockinette fabric. At designated moments in the scarf’s construction you will drop 
one strand of the yarn you’re carrying and add a single strand of the next color for a few rows to gently gradate into the 
next color.  
 
Cast On 
 
Using the long tail method and carrying 2 strands of MC together, cast on 3 stitches.  
Turn work  
Row 1 (RS) – k1, yo, k1, yo, k1. (5 stitches) 
Row 2 (WS) - knit.  
Row 3 - k2, yo, k1, yo, k2. (7 stitches) 
Row 4 - knit.  
Row 5 - k3, yo, k1, yo, k3. (9 stitches) 
Row 6 - knit. 
Row 7 - k4, yo, k1, yo, k4. (11 stitches)  
Row 8 - knit.  
Row 9 - k5, yo, k1, yo, k5. (13 stitches) 
Row 10 - knit.  
Row 11 - k6, yo, k1, yo, k6. (15 stitches) 
Row 12 - knit.  
Row 13 - k7, yo, k1, yo, k7. (17 stitches) 
Row 14 - knit.  
Row 15 - k8, yo, k1, yo, k8. (19 stitches) 
Row 16 - knit. 
Row 17 - k9, yo, k1, yo, k9. (21 stitches) 
Row 18 - knit.   
 
You have now established a 9-stitch garter edging on each side of a center stitch. You will begin to increase a stockinette 
center area in a similar fashion (2 stitches per RS row), keeping the outer 9 stitches on each side in garter stitch to 
prevent rolling.  
 
Row 19 - k9, yo, k3, yo, k9. (23 stitches)   
Row 20 - k9, p5, k9.  
Row 21 - k9, yo, k5, yo, k9. (25 stitches). 
Row 22 - k9, p7, k9.  
 
Continue in this way until you have 109 stitches between the 9-stitch garter edgings. (127 stitches total) 
 
Still carrying two strands -  
RS - k9, yo, ssk, k52, place marker, yo, k1, yo, place marker, k52, k2tog, yo, k9. (129 stitches).  
WS - k9, p54, k3, p54, k9.  
RS - k9, yo ssk, knit to marker, slip marker, yo, slip marker, knit until 11 stitches remain, k2tog, yo, k9. (2 stitches 
increased) 
WS - k9, purl to marker, slip marker, knit to marker, slip marker, purl until 9 stitches remain, k9.  
Continue as established, increasing 2 stitches at the center of every RS row until there are 19 garter stitches between the 
markers, end with a WS row.  
 
Place the last 73 stitches (9 garter stitches, plus 54 stockinette stitches, and 10 center garter stitches) on waste yarn. (72 
stitches remain) 
 
Begin Blended Rows – MC and A-CC1 
 
Carrying 1 strand of MC and 1 strand of A-CC1 held together, continue as follows -  
RS - k9, yo, ssk, k50, k2tog, yo, k9. 
WS - k9, p54, k9 
Work these 2 rows 8 times more for a total of 18 blended rows. Break MC yarn and begin carrying 2 strands of A-CC1 
held together.  
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Begin Solid Rows A-CC1  
 
Continue as established for 176 rows or until 3 grams of A-CC1 remain. (I find it easiest to count the yarn over holes along 
one side. Each hole represents 2 rows.) 
 
Begin Blended Rows – A-CC1 and A-CC2 
 
Carrying 1 strand of A-CC1 and 1 strand of A-CC2 held together, continue as established for 18 blended rows.   
  
 
Break A-CC1 yarn and begin carrying 2 strands of A-CC2 held together.  
 
Begin Solid Rows A-CC2 
 
Continue as established for 134 rows.  
 
Begin Angled Decrease 
 
With RS facing, begin an angled decrease.  
RS - k9, yo, sssk, knit until 11 stitches remain, k2tog, yo, k9. (71 
stitches) 
WS - k9, p53, k9.  
RS - k9, yo, sssk, knit until 11 stitches remain, k2tog, yo, k9. (70 
stitches) 
WS - k9, p52, k9. 
RS - k9, yo, sssk, ssk, knit until 11 stitches remain, k2tog, yo, k9. 
(2 stitches decreased) 
WS - k9, purl until 9 stitches remain, k9. 
 
Continue repeating the last 2 rows until 24 stitches remain.  
(9 edging stitches, 6 stockinette stitches, 9 edging stitches)  
 
Continue as follows: 
 
RS - k9, yo, sssk, sssk, yo, k9. (22 stitches) 
WS - k9, p4, k9.  
RS - k9, ssk, ssk, k9. (20 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k8, ssk, ssk, k8. (18 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k7, ssk, ssk, k7. (16 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k6, ssk, ssk, k6. (14 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k5, ssk, ssk, k5. (12 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k4, ssk, ssk, k4. (10 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k3, ssk, ssk, k3. (8 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k2, ssk, ssk, k2. (6 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k1, ssk, ssk, k1. (4 stitches)  
WS - knit. 
RS - k1, ssk, k1. (3 stitches) 
WS - k3tog. 
 
Pull yarn through remaining stitch and break, leaving an 8-inch tail to weave in after blocking.  
 
SIDE TWO of BLUESTEM 

Recover the original 73 stitches from waste yarn onto needle.  
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Begin Blended Rows MC and B-CC1 
 
Carrying 1 strand of MC and 1 strand of B-CC1 held together, continue as follows- 
RS - k9, yo, ssk, k50, k3tog, yo, k9. (72 stitches) 
WS - k9, p54, k9. 
RS - k9, yo, ssk, k50, k2tog, yo, k9.  
WS - k9, p54, k9. 
Work these 2 rows 8 times more for a total of 18 blended rows. Break MC yarn and begin carrying 2 strands of B-CC1 
held together.  
 
Begin Solid Rows B-CC1  
 
Continue as established for 176 rows or until 3 grams of B-CC1 remain. 
 
Begin Blended Rows B-CC1 and B-CC2 
 
Carrying 1 strand of B-CC1 and 1 strand of B-CC2 held together, continue as established for 18 blended rows.   
Break BCC-1 yarn and begin carrying 2 strands of B-CC2 held together.  
 
Begin Solid Rows B-CC2 
 
Continue as established for 134 rows. 
 
Begin Angled Decrease 
 
With RS facing, begin an angled decrease.  
RS - k9, yo, ssk, knit until 12 stitches remain, k3tog, yo, k9. (71 stitches) 
WS - k9 p53, k9. 
RS - k9, yo, ssk, knit until 12 stitches remain, k3tog, yo, k9. (70 stitches)  
WS - k9, p52, k9. 
RS - k9, yo, ssk, knit until 14 stitches remain, k2tog, k3tog, yo, k9. (2 stitches decreased) 
WS - k9, purl until 9 stitches remain, k9. 
Continue repeating the last 2 rows until 24 stitches remain.  
(9 edging stitches, 6 stockinette stitches, 9 edging stitches)  
 
Continue as follows: 
 
RS - k9, yo, k3tog, k3tog, yo, k9. (22 stitches) 
WS - k9, p4, k9. 
RS - k9, k2tog, k2tog, k9. (20 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k8, k2tog, k2tog, k8. (18 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k7, k2tog, k2tog, k7. (16 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k6, k2tog, k2tog, k6. (14 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k5, k2tog, k2tog, k5. (12 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k4, k2tog, k2tog, k4. (10 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k3, k2tog, k2tog, k3. (8 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k2, k2tog, k2tog, k2. (6 stitches) 
WS - knit. 
RS - k1, k2tog, k2tog, k1. (4 stitches)  
WS - knit. 
RS - k1, k2tog, k1. (3 stitches) 
WS - k3tog-tbl. 
Pull yarn through remaining stitch and break, leaving an 8-inch tail to weave in after blocking.    
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RS   Right side of fabric WS Wrong side of fabric 

k Knit yo Wrap the working yarn around the right needle, from 
front to back (counterclockwise) (single increase). 

p 
 

Purl swyif 
swyib 

Slip with yarn in front.  
Slip with yarn in back. 

s1 
 

Slip 1 stitch from the left needle to 
the right needle without knitting or 
twisting the stitch.  

k2tog  Knit 2 stitches together (single right-leaning decrease). 

ssk Slip 2 stitches separately knitwise, 
move stitches back to the left needle, 
then knit the slipped stitches 
together.  

sssk Slip 3 stitches separately knitwise, move stitches back 
to the left needle, then knit the 3 slipped stitches 
together.  
 

kfb Knit in the front and back of a stitch. k3tog Knit 3 stitches together (double right-leaning 
decrease). 


